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Nice Weather for Ducks 

The mild, wet Spring seems to have proved to be ideal for a bumper crop 
of ducklings, pictured here on Langstone Mill Pond. 

   

Road Safety Survey on A3023   

Langstone Residents’ Association contacted Hampshire County Council 
(HCC) in January, expressing concerns felt by many of our members 
about speeding traffic on Langstone Road. A Road Safety Survey was 
promised as a Planning Condition imposed on the development of the 
former Bosmere Field, and now a desk top study shows a reduction in 
‘injury accidents’ over the past five years. However, our correspondence 
with HCC provides little reassurance that any real action is to be taken in 
the near future. A proposal exists to carry out works during 2016-2017 to 
prevent vehicles executing ‘U turns’ at the Langbrook Close junction. 

A grant of £12,000 is to be used as part of a wider traffic flow study for 
Park Road South and North, and £21,221 is to be put towards a scheme 



to extend the cycle route on Langstone Road southwards, from the 
Technology Park to the Billy Trail, and northwards towards the A27 
subway, but this project will be dependent upon the availability of 
additional funding. 

Further cause for anxiety is the possibility of additional traffic problems 
resulting from the opening of the new Marks & Spencer and other stores 
in Solent Road. The Association will seek greater detail about current 
survey work, and firmer timings for implementation. 

Closure of  Xyratex 

It was reported in The News on Friday, 15th July, that the closure of 
Xyratex would result in the loss of 324 skilled jobs in the Havant area. 
Havant M.P. Alan Mak expressed his belief that the closure was “not a 
vote of no confidence in Havant” but that there were new businesses in 
the pipeline. New jobs have already been created with the opening of 
Marks & Spencer and Mothercare in Solent Road. 

The Footpath outside the Royal Oak 

Having completed their work, contractors for the Portsmouth Water 
Company have replaced the temporary tarmac patches in the footpath 
outside the Royal Oak, reported in our December newsletter, with the 
original york stone paving slabs.  

Storm Damage 

The brickwork of the private bridge over the stream at The Old Mill, 
which was damaged in Storm Katie, has been repaired by the owners, 
Richard and Sally Leslie. However, storm damage to the wall at the end 
of Wade Lane has not been repaired, and the slope down onto the shore 
at the end of Wade Lane is unsafe for anyone needing the handrail. The 
Land Registry does not identify any owner of this section of path and so 
it has been difficult to establish who is responsible for these repairs, HBC 
being able to offer only ‘ex gratia’ repairs ‘without prejudice’. 

Venturi House 

An agreement has been signed between Havant Borough Council (HBC) 
and the Langstone Conservation Group to take a four month licence on 
the Venturi House, allowing basic maintenance to be carried out. A gate 
to secure the building is now in place and one rotten roof beam has been 
replaced. Vandalism at the public toilets outside the Ship Inn has shown 



that vigilance will be necessary to prevent similar damage to the Venturi 
House and to the boarded-up ‘Railway Cottages’.   

 

Please ring the police if you see anyone acting suspiciously in the garden 
of the cottages, or in the vicinity of the Venturi House. 

New Treasurer 

No volunteers have come forward to replace our excellent Hon. 
Treasurer, Neil Paterson, who has given notice of his retirement from 
this post. If you have experience which could allow you to take charge of 
the Association’s finances, please contact Neil, (9247 5777), who would 
be happy to talk you through the various aspects of the job. 

LRA Subscription Collectors 

The annual  collection of Langstone Residents’ Association subscriptions 
has commenced. As in former years we are indebted to those stalwarts 
who have agreed to undertake this task. In addition to the members of 
our Committee, Ann Griffiths, David Barrett, David Pattenden, Elaine 
Kilbey, Mike Combes and Neil Paterson, we are fortunate to have the 
support of the following volunteers, Alan Baker, Angela Armstrong, 
David Thomas, Ian Munro, Jenny Paterson, Jill Burnell, JJ Price, John 
Gowen and Roger Simmons. Many thanks to you all! We could not 
manage without you to keep up contact with all our members. 



The Royal Oak Privy 

Prompted by a request from one of our members, Sadie Snowdon, 
Greene King has very generously restored the original Privy that stands 
in the grounds of the Royal Oak.  

 

The tiles from the old building had been stored and now once more 
adorn the roof. Unlike modern tiles that have a couple of nibs to hook 
over the roof battens, these are secured by two pegs. Patrons are 
reminded that the intended use when this Privy was constructed was 
discontinued during the nineteenth century. 

Keep informed! Visit our website www.langstone.org  

Best wishes from Elaine Kilbey, David Pattenden, Neil Paterson, Ann 
Griffiths, Christine Normand, David Barrett and Mike Combes. 

 


