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Local Housing Plan
The Havant Borough Council (HBC) Cabinet meeting on 16 November was
principally concerned with the Local Plan Housing Statement. It was very well
attended by members of the Public who observed the proceedings in both the
meeting room itself and by closed circuit television in the Plaza’s Foyer.
Depositions were delivered by residents and representatives of interested
bodies to the six Cabinet members who then put a series of questions to
Borough Officers. After further debate, the Cabinet voted to forward the Plan
to the full Council for adoption.

The Public Consultation which preceded this stage resulted in over 900
responses and indicated widespread concern at the inadequate infrastructure
supporting the proposed sites. As a result, the proposals for Hayling Island
had been withdrawn pending the development of a Local Plan Infrastructure
Delivery Statement. However, Southmere Field in Langstone, pictured above
by Ann Griffiths at harvest time, might now come into consideration for a
possible 100 to 125 houses. Its current status is “uncertain”. Comprehensive
detail is available on the HBC website Local Plan 2036 tab.

LVA Initiative
The Langstone Village Association has bid successfully for Hampshire County
Council (HCC) monies through Councillor Ray Bolton to fund the purchase of
two potentially life saving defibrillators.

One has been installed at the Royal Oak Public House, near the garden
entrance, and the other is on the seaward elevation of The Ship. A
familiarisation event has been conducted for local residents.
LRA Autumn Talk
The Association held its second speaker meeting at the Langstone Sailing
Club on Thursday 6 October. Allen Musselwhite and Nick Horton from the
Langstone & District Wildfowlers & Conservation Association (LADWACA)
gave a most enlightening and fascinating talk on the history and work of the
Langstone Association which was formed in the early 1950s when a Code of
Conduct and Wardening scheme was introduced. Prior to this, shooting in
Langstone Harbour was totally unregulated and this all changed when the
Association obtained the shooting rights in the harbour under Licence.
Although the turnout of members was rather less than anticipated, those who
attended ensured much discussion, debate and questions, not only on the
wildfowling but also on the Association’s important conservation work in
safeguarding the natural habitats in Langstone Harbour. Nick explained that

the Association is the oldest conservation group within the harbour and has
established and managed refuge areas since 1963.
Allen and Nick also brought along some interesting items associated with
their work including the punt gun and ancillary equipment. They also
explained that the use of the punt gun is clearly defined, as wildfowling is a
stalking pursuit for specific “quarry” under licence. It was interesting to
discover at the end of their talk that the renowned Naturalist and Broadcaster
Sir Peter Scott had on occasions hunted on Langstone Harbour.
The committee thanks those members who supported this successful evening
talk. We aim to continue with the Autumn Talks. If members would like to
suggest a topic of interest or know of an interesting speaker please contact a
committee member with details.
Sea Wall Repair
The harbour wall at the end of Wade Lane has been repaired by HBC, part of
the East Solent Coastal Partnership. APA Concrete, of Hull, was contracted to
spray the surface with a thick layer of concrete containing polymers which
enable the concrete to stick to the existing wall. It is understood that HBC has
accepted the work as “satisfactory”.

Practical rather than aesthetic!

Road Traffic Survey
In response to a request from the LRA, Steve Faulkener of Strategic Transport
Economy, Transport and Environment, HCC, has supplied a summary of five
years figures on traffic volume and speed on Langstone Road near the
junction with Southbrook Road and from a permanent counter on Langstone
Bridge. Data from the survey recorded in the first week of July 2016
demonstrate that speeds are not excessive. Rarely were vehicles recorded
exceeding the 40 mph limit. Mr. Faulkner states that HCC would not consider
any additional measures to reduce speeds or introduce traffic calming based
on these data.
October Sunset
This Turneresque view of the sun departing Langstone was taken by Elaine
Kilbey from Brookmead Way.

There are many more pictures of Langstone in the Gallery section of our
website www.langstone.org Why not visit it and see for yourself?
If you would like to add any interesting, recent, high resolution photos of
Langstone to the gallery, please send to photos@langstone.org. We would
particularly welcome photos of Langstone's wildlife. Please note that the
copyright would be retained by the LRA.

