LANGSTONE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2017

Greetings from your Committee and welcome to the Autumn Newsletter
TREASURER
A new member has joined the LRA Committee and has agreed to become our new
Treasurer.
Sandra Jones brings business experience and expertise to the
Association’s Management Committee and will take over from Neil Paterson. Neil
can now retire after nearly ten years of fulfilling this function. He has been central to
the production of the Newsletter and has set a high standard for the remaining
Committee members to emulate.
LANGSTONE ROADWORKS
The Langstone Roadworks to widen the pavement to the west of Langstone Road,
north of Langbrook Close, and to provide a bus shelter, are well underway. It should
be noted, however, that this section of pathway will not be designated a cycleway,
although as a considerable number of cyclists already use the narrow and uneven
footpath from Mill Lane to Langbrook Close it seems probable that some will continue
to ride on the new section. See Hampshire County Council letter dated 21 July 2017.
DRAFT LOCAL PLAN
The critical consideration of Highways remains outstanding and appears to be the
root cause of dissatisfaction within the Infrastructure Advisory Group. Apparently
Hampshire County Council Highway Engineers are having problem is with the
computer modelling system being used to assess traffic travelling on the A3023
between Langstone and Hayling Island. Consequently, the programme to which the
Advisory Group had been working is to be put back, with a review going to an
Extraordinary Cabinet meeting on the 18 December 2017. HBC will continue to
deem housing development on Hayling Island as unsustainable while the
Infrastructure Review continues. As part of the data collection being carried out into
traffic volumes on the A3023 a survey is under way to count vehicle movements by
monitoring Bluetooth devices.
SOUTHMOOR SEAWALL – FLOOD ALLEVIATION SCHEME
On the 24 July 2017 the Environment Agency held an exhibition at Langstone Sailing
Club to describe this scheme for new flood defences at Southmoor. The Southmoor
seawall is a privately owned low level concrete wall fronted by a shingle beach, said
in the News to be in “grave disrepair”. The EA is submitting a planning application for
work to combat the flood risk resulting from rising sea levels, with consideration for
the protection of nearby properties as well as possible creation of new habitats for
wildlife.

The LRA wishes to disseminate the EA proposals, but concerns have been
expressed by members, as to the construction of the bund, and whether the new foot
path would be designed to a standard suitable for cycling. More importantly, who will
be responsible for the long term maintenance of the whole area, and what funding is
to be made available?
In reply to a letter from Langstone Residents Association, the Environment Agency
has stated that the Southmoor planning application will be submitted in early
November to allow for sufficient ecological survey information to be included in the
supporting documents. With regard to the construction of the bund, to quote directly
from the Environmental Agency, “the current design and methodology for the
embankment and footpath are as follows: at the seaward toe of the embankment,
loose stone will be used to prevent any slumping or erosion. (…) once the final
embankment is completed, a small toe trench will be excavated and a geotextile will
be laid in the trench and up to the bank to the required rip rap level. Once the final
embankment has been tested and signed off, the topsoil will be spread over the
embankment slopes, then seeded with a coastal grassland seed mix. This footpath
will be Disability Discrimination Act compliant”. As far as cyclists are concerned, the
EA will not be advertising this footpath as a Cycle Path, but “there is a possibility that
people will ride their bikes on the path”.
Addressing the question of maintenance of the new “Special Protection Area” for
wildlife, the Environment Agency will lease the land to the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust, arranging for them to manage the land for the length of the lease
agreement.
The plan of the proposals and the photograph are copied with the kind permission of
the Environment Agency.

SOUTHMERE FIELD
The threat to this special parcel of land remains and preparatory work is being
undertaken to allow a strong response to be made to contest any future planning
application. The LVA has appointed an ecologist to undertake a biological audit of
the field to produce hard evidence to support a future case. Meanwhile, it has been
established that HBC Cabinet members are aware of the Covenant attached to any
development of this land. The Covenant is an agreement between two parties and
legal advice is being sought to establish its usefulness to objectors to development.
CYCLE PATH
Councillor Tim Pike has advised of investigations to provide an improved, and safer,
route for cyclists travelling from Hayling Island and wishing to access National Cycle
Network Route 22. Developments will be monitored.
TREES ADJACENT TO PUBLIC HIGHWAYS
HBC have advised the Association to recommend to all members the need to check
trees on private land which may overhang the public domain. If branches are
deemed to present a safety hazard they may be cut back by the Authority with any
associated costs being passed to the Owner.
ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Your Committee continues to represent our community in all areas which may affect
some or all members. Additional volunteers to join the Committee would be welcome
to help with our efforts.
As reported at the last AGM we are looking at ways in which we may streamline our
efforts and one example is the distribution of this Newsletter. We need current e-mail
addresses to facilitate delivery, and it is stressed that all such communication is via
blind copies (bcc) so that individual addresses are not disclosed. The objective is to
save the costs of printing hard copies and the effort of their delivery.
Keep informed! – visit our website www.langstone.org
Best wishes from Elaine Kilbey, David Pattenden, Ann Griffiths, Christine Normand,
David Barrett, Mike Combes and Sandra Jones

