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Southmere Field
Southmere Field (pictured by Robert Griffiths) has been identified in the
Local Development Plan – Appendix 3: Sites with uncertain potential at this
stage. The site was not initially included in the proposed Local Plan but was
added because of the need to undertake an infrastructure study, resulting in
delays with progress to the proposed sites on Hayling Island. Despite the
“uncertain” classification of the site, soil tests have already been conducted.

As far as further housing development on Hayling Island is concerned, the
wish to safeguard the character of the Island has been stressed, but the
pressure for more housing seems to be a statistical inevitability. The
consequent impact on the A3023 would be immense, and Havant Borough
Council (HBC) is undertaking further in-depth traffic surveys to evaluate
loads. One of the main concerns for the Langstone Residents Association
(LRA) is the traffic to and from Hayling Island. It has been made clear by
HBC that schemes of “low level intervention” are needed and that high cost
solutions are not going to be available. The applicant for 210 houses at Rook
Farm, Hayling, has suggested increasing the length of the two-lane section of

the southbound carriage from the Langstone interchange, which could be a
major worry for residents of Langstone, concerned about air pollution.
The Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the LRA will be held at a different venue and
on a different day from previous years. It will take place on Tuesday, 16th
May, in the Tesco Community Room, starting at 7.30 p.m.
Our Local Councillors will be attending so this is an opportunity for members
to put forward their questions on plans for Langstone.
This year it is particularly important for you to attend as we need two
additional members of the Committee, most importantly a new Hon.
Treasurer to replace Neil Paterson after years of faithful service. If you have
any item you would like included on the Agenda, or raised as “Any Other
Business”, please contact a member of the Committee.
Pedestrian/Cycle Pathway
A plan to provide a shared pedestrian/cycle pathway on the west side of
Langstone Road from Langstone Technology Park to Mill Lane will involve
changes in the vicinity of Langbrook Close. The effect of this change means
that the kerb line north of Langbrook Close will be adjusted, allowing the
creation of a 3m wide shared footway. The “give way” line for traffic leaving
Langbrook Close will be moved forward slightly into what is currently the
northbound lane making traffic travelling north on Langstone Road easier to
see.
This is the first phase of the shared cycleway from Mill Lane to the
Technology Park which will run north from Langbrook Close to the entrance
of the Langstone Technology Park with the provision of a new bus shelter over
the bus stop, which will be re-sited some 3 metres north of the existing stop.
The work is going out to tender with the intention that the works will be
carried out overnight in July.
The creation of a hatched yellow box junction at the junction of the west side
of Langstone Road and the Langstone Technology Park will improve traffic
flow into the LTP and to some extent mitigate the illegal U turns taking place
at Langbrook Close by drivers wishing to circumvent the correct right turn
into the LTP.
The section of the cycleway running south of Langbrook Close to Mill Lane
will be part of a second phase implementation at a date yet to be specified. It
is proposed to create a separate section of cycle track to the east of the large
tree at the same level of the adjacent footway by taking 2m from the
northbound carriageway and narrowing the median.

The replanting of trees south of Langbrook Close now scheduled for this area
may be postponed or cancelled as a result of these planned changes to the
Langstone Road cycling and pedestrian infrastructure.
For more information, including the current proposed design plan, go to
www.langstone.org “News”.
South Moor Sea Defence Wall
The footpath here is damaged but passable, and if it were to become
dangerous Hampshire County Council (HCC) would simply close it. South
Moor is privately owned, and the owners are responsible for repairs.

The Environment Agency will only intervene if there were a flooding threat to
housing.
Meanwhile, English Nature, the Environment Agency and certain public
utilities are monitoring the situation. The LRA and its members are advised to
continue to observe and report.
Other sections of sea walls are being monitored by HBC. Particular areas of
concern are the erosion of the land spit to the north west of the bridge
adjacent to the Sailing Club and the section east of the Royal Oak. Plans will
be considered by HBC for coastal repairs with a budget of £70,000.
Work is also needed on the Southern section of the Billy trail.

Langstone Conservation Group
The LCG is in the process of becoming a Registered Charity. This will make
the group independent and facilitate projects such as the preservation of the
Venturi House which are outside the remit of the LRA. However, it will
continue its valuable work of rubbish clearance on local footpaths and on the
shore, for which new volunteers are always welcome.
Amenity Tip Charges
HBC has introduced a £2.50 charge for soil and rubble at its Council Depot on
Harts Farm Way. It seems possible that residents may notice an increase in
the incidence of fly tipping.
Water Mains Replacement
Portsmouth Water Company is undertaking a scheme to replace old water
mains in a part of Langstone. This is part of a planned programme which
seeks to renew approximately 1% of its mains network each year. The works
affecting Southbrook Road, Longmead Gardens and Southbrook Close started
on the 23rd January, after previous exploratory digging in Southbrook Road,
and the initial connection made in Langstone Road which resulted in the
traffic chaos experienced on 31st January.
The contractor, Messrs Cappagh seem to be making good progress having
now started on the last phase in Southbrook Close. The works should
complete by the target date of May 5th including the making good of
footpaths and verges. A final road sweep will follow. After some 15 weeks of
noise and disruption the general level of tranquillity should return.
Litter Bins
The following item appeared in our 2015 Christmas newsletter, prompted by
one of our members, Polly Chapman, under the heading “Dog Fouling”.
“This is another on-going problem in this popular dog-walking area, where
existing bins are inadequate to deal with ‘dog-poo bags’ especially at
weekends. Councillor Tim Pike attended a meeting of the LRA Committee and
the matter has been drawn to the attention of HBC.”
In the Spring edition of Serving You, HBC reported, “There are approximately
2,200 litter bins located throughout the borough of Havant. They can also be
used by dog walkers to dispose of wrapped dog waste”.
Did your Committee’s interest in this matter help to stimulate action by HBC?
We like to think so.
Best wishes from Elaine Kilbey, David Pattenden, Neil Paterson, Ann
Griffiths, Christine Normand, David Barrett and Mike Combes.

